 Simpson Memorial Library
8 Plymouth Rd, PO Box 186, Carmel, ME 04419
Computers & Wi-Fi

Our library offers the use of computers, PC’s and laptops for patrons’ convenience. Wi-Fi is provided.  Printing is available for a fee.
Internet Acceptable Use Policy

Purpose

Technology, the Internet and how information is accessed, has changed many facets of our lives. These changes pose new challenges and opportunities for our patrons, their families, library staff, volunteers and the Board of Trustees.  The Library believes adhering to established and traditional library procedures, and the principles of a free society, is the best way to address receiving and accessing online information.  New technologies do not change the mission of the Simpson Memorial Library: 
The Simpson Memorial Library serves as a multi-media educational center for the community of Carmel and the surrounding towns.  It provides universal access to those who seek information, recreation and the pleasure of learning. New technologies are integrated with traditional collections of books, periodicals and audio/visual materials as well as inter-library loans. 
Responsibilities of the Library 

The Simpson Memorial Library’s webpage offers access to local, national and international sources of information, but is not responsible for said content. 

As there is no one single organization to govern, control, or select information for the Internet, and given the unstructured, unregulated nature and possible unreliability of filtering systems, the Simpson Memorial Library cannot control the content, or resources made available on the Internet. 
Access
The Simpson Memorial Library uses a technology protection measure that blocks or filters some sites.
Inappropriate material: To the extent practical, technology protection measures (or “Internet filters”) shall be used to block or filter Internet, or other forms of electronic communications access to inappropriate information. 

Specifically, as required by the Children’s Internet Protection Act, CIPA, blocking shall be applied to visual depictions of materials deemed obscene or child pornography and to any other material deemed harmful to minors. 

Subject to staff supervision, technology protection measures may be disabled for adults, 18 or older, or, in the case of minors, minimized only for bona fide research or other lawful purposes.  A parent or guardian must be present when a minor requests technology protection measures be disabled. 
Responsibilities of Users
Library patrons use the Internet at their own risk. There is a wide array of documented information on the Internet, as well as inaccurate, biased, outdated and possibly offensive material.  Good consumers evaluate their material.

In the Library it is the user that is responsible for accessing, using or disseminating information via the Internet.  It is the joint responsibility of the user and the parent or guardian.  
Supervising Children’s Use
 Parents or guardians are responsible for what children read or view on the Internet. The Library does not serve in loco parentis (in place of a parent). Staff cannot act in the place of parents as children use the Internet. 
See attachment for recommended Internet safety guidelines for children.  
Inappropriate Network Usage
To the extent practical, steps shall be taken to promote the safety and security of users of the Simpson Memorial Library online computer network when using electronic mail, chat rooms, instant messaging and other forms of direct electronic communications. 

CIPA specifically requires prevention of inappropriate network usage including: 
      (a) Unauthorized access, including so-called “hacking” and other unlawful activities; 

      (b) Unauthorized disclosure, use, and dissemination of personal identification regarding minors. 

Confidentiality

While the library diligently promotes confidentiality and privacy, the library cannot guarantee absolute privacy for patrons using electronic resources in the Library.  Patrons may inadvertently view another patron’s screen.
 The Library’s “Internet Rules of Conduct” (attached) applies to the behavior of patrons while using electronic equipment and resources. Failure to follow these rules could result in revocation of all library privileges. 
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Addendum A: Definitions  
Addendum B: Internet Rules of Conduct

Addendum B
Internet Rules of Conduct

· Do not use the computer resources or network unlawfully.
· Do not tamper with our computers, systems or settings in any way.
· Do not intentionally expose other individuals to materials that they or (if under 18, their parents) may find unsuitable.

· Do not access material that is obscene, pornographic, child pornography deemed “harmful to minors,” or otherwise inappropriate for educational uses.
· Email accounts may be set up on web based sites only, i.e. yahoo, gmail, msn.  

· Please report any problems with library computers to a staff member immediately. The library is not responsible for any damages, direct or indirect, occurring as a result of the use of our electronic resources.

· Online sessions are thirty minutes; if no one is waiting the patron may sign back on. 

· Staff may limit the number of sessions per user at peak times, due to heavy volume in-order to provide access for as many users as possible.

· Patrons taking online classes may ask for more than the set thirty minutes, this will be evaluated on a first come basis by the staff.
· Users must end their session and leave the terminal when asked to do so by an authorized staff member/volunteer.
· By mutual agreement two or more people may use a computer at the same time, as long as their behavior or conversation does not disturb other users or staff.
· Minors are advised to use caution when using the Internet, do not give out personal information, i.e. name, address, phone number, etc. 

· Wireless Internet users are expect to adhere to the same rules  and policies of the Simpson Memorial Library.
· Computers are turned off at fifteen minutes prior to closing time.
· Users will be held liable for any damages and your library privileges revoked, if you do not comply with these rules. 

Staff members are not authorized to:

· Assist with any online purchases, or financial transactions. 

· Install or reconfigure software on any computer no owned by the Library.

Juvenile Computer Use:

· Youth under the age of 18 must have a parent, or legal guardian sign the Library’s Permission Form for Juvenile Computer Use, before computer use is allowed. Youth Permission Forms will be reviewed every three years. 

Addendum A

 CIPA Definitions of Terms
MINOR: The term “minor” means any individual who has not attained the age of 17 years.
TECHNOLOGY PROTECTION MEASURE: The term “technology protection measure” means a specific technology that blocks or filters Internet access to visual depictions that are: 

1. OBSCENE, as that term is defined in section 1460 of title 18, United States Code;

2. CHILD PORNOGRAPHY,  as that term is defined in section 2256 of title 18, United States Code; or

3. Harmful to minors.

HARMFUL TO MINORS: The term “harmful to minors” means any picture, image, graphic image file, or other visual depiction that: 

1. Taken as a whole and with respect to minors, appeals to a prurient interest in nudity, sex,, or excretion; 

2. Depicts, describes, or represents, in a patently offensive way with respect to what is suitable for minors, an actual or simulated sexual act or sexual contact, actual or simulated normal or perverted sexual acts, or a lewd exhibition of the genitals; and

3. Taken as a whole, lacks serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific value as to minors.

4. SEXUAL ACT: SEXUAL CONTACT:  The terms “sexual act” and “sexual contact” have the meanings give such terms in section 2246 of title 18, United States Code. 
